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SR Rhode Island General Treasur-

. er Frank T. Caprio and state hous-
ing officials yesterday announced -
“their support for leglslanon de-
signedto: protect ‘the-growing

number of renters inthe state who

argbeing forced outoftheirhomes —
“because. their:landlords - did, not S : e
theu‘ property was
1 The landlord got into
! subptime loans and stopped pay-
ing the’ mortgage. By then, the
-2 family had already paid theirland- -
_“'lord ‘more than :$5,000 for. three
g '.months’ rent and security deposit.-

There is currentiy no requlre

_ment in state law that tenants be |
“motified before a foreclosure; the -
law states only that tenants are giv- -

en “reasonable riotice” prior to be-
ing evicted. What is deemed “re

sonable,” lawyers say; can range '
from as little as three days to 30,

“daysor longer. -

The legxslahon wh.tc:h is. bemg'.

drafted, Caprio said, “will provide
basic protections to those who

have done nothing wrong and are °

'samplynymgtoﬁndadecentplace
‘o liveh

Capno mted a- story in Jast "
week’s Providence Sunday Jour-
“nal that told of the Simmons fam-. .
.ﬂy who-moved into a rental house .
" in East-Providence -and a month .-
later heard from’a neighbor that

- :'The Ieglslatton Would B

_.require lenders to mform

. 'Rhode Island renters of .

- “pending foreclosures”.
::_and no’eﬁz them.at least 60

~days prior to ey iction. . -

"Rhode Island Housing reports

that 386 multifamﬂy houses in'the -
‘state’ were ‘advertised for foreclo-
“sure - auction . from. September '
* through - ‘December. of: last year..
.- Each mulnfamﬂy house can be oc- -

cupied by two to, ﬁve famlhes typ—
ically renters.. :

Li*The subpmne crisis exposed a.
_:_culture ‘of .recklessness. and_cut- .
" throat business practices on Wall

‘Street,” Caprio, a board member

of Rhode Island Housing, saidin a

‘statement. “We -have 10: :prevent
o _-that cultuze from ruining the core. )
ofour communities andmake sure
10, one s left. without adequate
housing because of landlords who.

are.cutting it close. with: their in-

- yestments and tryingto keep mon-
B ey cormng in the door :

fewith

- closure, according to deeds ﬁled at
" absolutely no legal requirement
‘that the tenants be notified ‘about -

ermovesto evict them, sdeob
. M. Sabel, litigatio

hard ‘Godir Sr execunve d1—
or of Rhode Istand Housmg, .

‘said in the statement that as fore- -
‘closures  continue to rise,

“It ].S .
more important than ever before:

-that, together with our part:ners -
‘we do everything in our power to
-help. Rhode Islanders” who are
finding themselves ‘troubled. by
this national epidemic.” "

The foreclosure “epidemlc” has :

' spread from the inner cities:to the .
_suburbs from’ tmple-deekers 10 .
suburban colonials .and. ranches. -

The largest concentratxon howev-

er, continues to be in the urbari ar- -
~eas. In Providence alone, Mayor
“David N. Cicilline’s office’ reports

that lenders last year took posses-
sion of 745 houses through fore-

Prowdence City Hall. .
-Asthe law now stands “there is

anythmg‘ until the lenderorown-

f0 hve in ‘their rentais for a m¢
of' 'even several ‘months "aft __
: banktakespossessmn :Sabel said,
that"is ‘no” guarantee ‘of security.
“‘The legtslatlon ‘proposed ‘would
- ensure that tenantsiget enough ad- |}
" “vance notice to find a new home.
' .“The sooner they know some-
“thing bad is going t to happen,” Sa- |

Rhode Island Leg ! 'Servxces in
"Newport e R TR
n Rhode Island 110 tenant can

be ‘évicted without a court-order, |

‘While some tenants are allowed

bel sald the sooner “they can
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“Sabel said, but oftenrtenants “don’t |
know their rights. » State law entit-
‘les tenants:in foreclosure cases: to; B
 receive a 20-day summons to.ap- -
‘peat-in court for an eviction hear-
" ing: They must respond to the no:
~tice. Ifthey donot respond or failto .-
‘appear in -court; -however,
tfauli Judgment” can be en'
-favor of the'ownier.




